
Ham Lands

HAMM is Anglo Saxon for a piece of 
land on the bend of a river 

Because of this, silt and gravel washed 
up on the Ham Lands side making the 
land a lot richer than Teddington and 
Twickenham land

Neanderthals lived here, as did Saxons 
and Romans



Ham in 1841
This tithe map details 
the strip fields that 
existed in 1841

Some field names have 
since become names of 
local streets and 
schools

Hollybush, Barnfield, 
Fern Hill, Meadlands



1944 and 1951 images
In 1904 the Earl of Dysart, who then had 
the rights to the land, leased an area to 
the Ham River Grit Company.
Gravel was removed for construction 
and the pits filled with rainwater

We have local residents who swam in 
the lakes, and skated on the thick ice 
during cold winters 



More recent history

In the early 1950’s the pits were filled in with bomb damage rubble and 
topsoil from road construction in London and the south-east

Under the soil there is at least 1 double decker bus. Dead horses were thrown 
in and covered with lime, and much much more waste material was added

Houses were built over the land

Many members of the local community fought hard to stop further 
development on what is now Ham Lands. Sir David Williams was a key player

Ham Lands is now owned by Richmond Council 



Ham Lands in 2018

Remarkably, Ham Lands evolved.

Because of it’s history Ham Lands is 
unique, having so many different habitats 
in a small area. We have rare plants and 
fauna. 

It is now a Local Nature Reserve, a Site of 
Importance for Nature Conservation and 
designated Metropolitan Open Land.

Friends of Ham Lands collaborates with 
Richmond’s ecology officer’s work to 
sensitively  support nature on Ham Lands



Climate change is having an impact. Grassland dried out in 2022. 
Sensitive and informed management is needed.



Enjoy nature wherever you are

There is so much to enjoy and discover on Ham Lands 

If you do have a chance to visit take time to look and shapes 
and colours. How many different shades of green do you see?

Listen to sounds. There will be bird song. You can identify a 
poplar tree from the gentle sound the leaves make in a breeze

Take a close look at flowers, it is surprising the life you may 
spot enjoying pollen and nectar

The bark on trees can be quite different depending on the 
species





Ham Lands has at least 46 types of tree of different shapes and sizes. A mature oak 
tree can support more that 2300 species . The next image shows some of the 
mosses, lichen, liverworts and fungi thriving on the branch of the oak tree.





Approximately a 1000 invertebrate species have been recorded 
on Ham Lands



28 species of butterfly and 36 species of bird spend time on Ham Lands and the river

We have birds that fly from Scandinavia and Russia in the winter and sub-Saharan Africa in the summer .
Insects migrate too from as far away as north Africa Migrant butterflies include painted lady, red admiral clouded 
yellow. Other migrants include moths ladybirds and more



More than 400 plant species have been recorded, at least 300 types survive.
In 2023, Laurence Hill gathered 112 leaves of different flowering plants in one 
area of grassland. He created an amazing life size piece of artwork called 
Meadow Community. He gathered leaves because they are distinct. Several 
species have similar flowers.



Climate change is having a big impact

Deep rooted and resilient plants are beginning to take over

Some drought stressed trees are also spreading

Some blossom is appearing earlier, pollinators and other 
dependant life need to respond

River levels can rapidly rise result in overflows in some areas

Sensitive and informed management is important 

Conservation volunteers and local experts work hard to 
support biodiversity

Collaboration is key to empowering understanding to better 
support wildlife corridors and connecting with nature



Some of the current activities
Monday afternoon conservation work collaborating with Let’s go Outside and Learn. 

• The volunteer group are inclusive and a joy to work with

• Some have additional needs

• Pupils for Malden Oaks, the local specialist SEMH school have been welcomed

Grey Court 6th formers collaborating with Let’s go Outside and Learn

• During term time a group of pupils have worked hard to remove growth that would 
compromise precious grassland

• Their energy was acknowledged recently when they won a Richmond Local Heroes Award for 
their  conservation work on Ham Lands

• This involvement will have been life changing and grounding for many

Once a month Saturday conservation work

• The local Good Gym team help make a big difference

Weekly collaboration with Thames Landscape Strategy during critical Himalayan Balsam removal 
season

Constant monitoring of what’s occuring



Entomologist and plant expert Paul 
Cook explains to conservation 
volunteers the work he is doing in his 
weekly monitoring of hawthorn 
transects

Conservation volunteers removed 
encroaching bramble near one of Paul’s 
hawthorn transects to make access and 
monitoring possible



Next Steps

Friends of Ham Lands are now urgently seeking funding to engage 
ecologist energy to support  our work

Community connection and supporting biodiversity are so important

It is vital that we gather all the information we have in a layered format.  
This we will share widely. We have amazing expertise and a great deal 
of knowledge stored in different format

The ecologists can help plan, lead and monitor the impact of 
conservation work to support biodiversity and community access. 



A £3000 grant from H&PA&AG has 
helped us start this vital work.

Ecologists Anna Evans-Woolf and Eve 
Newton have both supported volunteer 
activities and community walks.

Anna has been mapping work areas, 
rare plants, Japanese knot weed 
location and more.

Ham and Petersham magazine has 
included appeals for local sponsorship.



Ham green spaces 



We are so fortunate to have so much green space locally.

Ideally we would like to engage much more widely with the 
local community. 

Appreciating nature and supporting wildlife corridors is one 
of the Ham United Group’s threads. Within HUG there is 
strong collaboration between FoHL,  Green Grafters, Ham 
Library Garden Group, Grey Court allotment and their 
contacts
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