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THE 5th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE HAM AND 
PETERSHAM ASSOCIATION AND AMENITIES GROUP 

Held in St Thomas Aquinas Church Hall, Ham Common 
at 7:30pm on Wednesday 14th May 2025 

1. Ham and Petersham Forum: The AGM was preceded by a meeting of 
the Ham and Petersham Forum. 

2. Welcome: The President, Rachel Lipscomb, welcomed members to the 
fifth HPA&AG AGM, and she thanked the Trustees and the members of 
the Management Committee for their hard work since the fourth AGM 
on 8 May 2024. She also thanked members who had been watering 
plant troughs as this had been a demanding job during the recent spell 
of hot weather. 

3. Minutes of the Fourth AGM: The minutes of the fourth AGM held on 
8 May 2024 were confirmed. 

4. Statement of Accounts for 2024: The accounts for the period 
1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024, prepared by Pauline Gizejewski, 
the Honorary Treasurer, and approved by Julia Bailey, the External 
Examiner, were confirmed. Pauline and Julia were thanked for their 
hard work in preparing the accounts.  

5. Trustees Annual Report: The Trustees Report for the period 1 January 
2024 to 31 December 2024 was approved. 

6. Appointment of Trustees and Officers: Under Ham & Petersham 
Association and Amenities Group’s Constitution Geoff Bond, Pauline 
Gizejewski, David Jowers, Sir David Williams and Charles Doe are 
required to retire as Trustees. 
 
Geoff Bond, Pauline Gizejewski, David Jowers, Sir David Williams and 
Charles Doe are willing to serve for another three-year term as 
Trustees, and David Butcher wishes to be appointed for a three-year 
term as a Trustee. Geoff Bond and Sir David Williams are willing to 
continue to serve as Chair and Vice-Chair respectively, Pauline 
Gizejewski is willing to continue to serve as Honorary Treasurer, and 
David Jowers is willing to continue to serve as Honorary Secretary. 
 
The meeting confirmed the appointment of David Butcher, and the 
reappointments of Geoff Bond, Pauline Gizejewski, David Jowers, Sir 
David Williams and Charles Doe, for three-year terms as Trustees, and 
the appointment of Geoff Bond and Sir David Williams as Chair and 
Vice-Chair respectively, Pauline Gizejewski as Honorary Treasurer, and 
David Jowers as Honorary Secretary. 



 

Ham and Petersham Association and Amenities Group AGM 2025 Page 2 of 3 

Ham and Petersham Association and Amenities Group is a Charitable Incorporated Organization Charity number: 1192741 

7. Chair’s review of 2024: The Chairman noted that this was the first 
AGM without a major planning issue! 

a. Ham Pond: Bill Millard was thanked for all his hard work maintaining 
Ham Pond, and in particular for installing and planting underwater 
nursery boxes. Some students have been litter-picking for their Duke 
of Edinburgh award. The island had been enlarged, and the autumn 
prune, undertaken by members with help from pupils from 
Marymount School, had been very successful. 

b. Ham House Avenues: Habitat and Heritage volunteers, aided by 
pupils from the German School, had removed suckers from the 
Avenue’s lime trees. However, there was a long-standing problem 
with drainage, and it was not clear which organisation – National 
Trust or LBRuT – was responsible for remedying this. 

c. Ham Polo: Ham Polo had now submitted revised plans for its 
all-weather polo pitch, relocating it adjacent to the path from the river 
to the German School, far away from Melancholy Walk. 

d. Grey Court School Playing Field Fencing: Following an 
intervention by the Group, the replacement fence had been set back 
further from the Ham House Avenue. 

e. Petersham Meadow: Jo Chambers reported that six cows would be 
grazing the meadow this year, with more expected in future years. 

f. Graffiti and Fly tipping: This was particularly bad at present, with 
fly tipping around the Ham Parade/Sainsbury’s bins exacerbated by 
the conveniently located adjacent parking. 

g. Travellers: 2024 had been a bad year, with 50-60 caravans parked 
on Ham Common, and many Ham Parade traders reporting 
problems with travellers. The legal situation was unclear, with 
LBRuT’s writ of possession only lasting 12 months, although LBRuT 
was attempting to obtain a permanent injunction.  
The Group had held a meeting in September with local traders to 
discuss the situation. 

h. Local businesses: The Chair noted that the car park attached to 
the Fox and Duck was for sale, which might threaten the future 
viability of that pub. He added that the Hand and Flower had 
successfully hosted the Group’s Christmas Party. 

8. Ham and Petersham SOS: Aiden Buckley and Jill Hancock, the Chair 
and the Manager of H&P SOS, thanked HPA&AG for its £6375 support 
in 2024. Jill noted that Richmond Parish Lands provided 30% of SOS’s 
income, LBRuT 15%, with the balance from SOS’s own fundraising 
activities. Aiden stressed the need for more volunteers, drivers and 
trustees. 
Jill explained that Ham and Petersham SOS’s mission was fighting 
social isolation and loneliness, which lead to poorer health and 
wellbeing, especially as many local elderly residents lacked next-of-kin. 
The various age groups – 60s, 70s, 80s and 90s – required different 
types of event, and more local volunteers were needed to provide these 
necessary events. 
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9. Gordon Elsden: Hamme Meadows 
Gordon Elsden gave an illustrated talk on the history of Ham Lands from 
400,000 BCE. He reported that the British Museum and the Museum of 
London between them held 1000 artifacts uncovered in Ham Lands. 

10. Stan Shaw: 30 years as a Ham Estate Agent 
Stan Shaw stated that whilst he had been at Mervyn Smith there had 
been relatively little new housing development in Ham until the 
redevelopment of the Hawker factory and Latchmere House prison 
sites. The area was now more cosmopolitan, although housing churn 
had led to gentrification in some parts of Ham.  
He concluded by stating that the average price paid for a house in 
Richmond in 1995 was £118,000, whilst in 2025 it was £788,000. 

11. Looking forward: The Chair outlined some of the issues facing Ham 
and Petersham in 2025 and 2026.  

a. Heathrow expansion: Airport noise would get worse following 
changes to flight paths that meant that there would no longer be any 
runway alternation, and the proposed third runway would inevitably 
lead to an increase in noise. 

b. Thames Water abstraction proposal: Save Our Lands and River 
(SOLAR) would be organising a talk on the proposal on 16 June, 
and arranging a demonstration against the proposal on 28 June. 

c. Ham Close: Building work had started on the Community Centre 
and the first four blocks of flats. 

d. Richmond Park: The introduction of parking charges for the 
Pembroke Lodge car park could adversely affect Church Road and 
Ham Gate Avenue. 

e. Forthcoming Events 
18 May Petersham Open Gardens 
14 June Ham Fair 
21 June HPA&AG Members’ Summer Party 

12. Any Other Business 
Petersham Common Woods: Julia Bailey reported that over the 
12 months to April 2025 the woodland had been filmed through the four 
seasons, and she recommended viewing the resulting 5-minute video 
on the Petersham Common Woods web site. 

13. Meeting Closed at 9:15pm followed by drinks, there being no other 
business. 


