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Much of the information in the book has been drawn from the Journals of
the Richmond Local History Society and the Local Studies Library in
Richmond, and I am very grateful to both organisations.
I would like to record the help and encouragement I have received from
many local residents, particularly Sylvia Peile, Martin Rice Edwards, Len
Chave, Lilias Grey Turner, Jackie Latham, Frances Cave, and Celia Nelson.
Particular thanks are due to John Cloake who pointed me in the right
direction and who has drawn attention to a number of matters and made
important corrections to the text.
My special thanks go to Alison Graham of the London Design Factory. She
spent many hours with her camera around Ham and Petersham searching
for blue skies throughout two grey summers. Without her skill and expertise
in matters of design and production, this project would not have been
possible.
Finally, but not least, to David Yates who has not only offered unstinting
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advice and encouragement but has also painstakingly edited the text.
A note about the Ham and Petersham Association. Its origins date from as
early as 1933, when it was known as the Ham Ratepayers’ Association. It
then became the Ham and Petersham Ratepayers’ and Residents’ Association
and in 1989 the name finally became the less cumbersome Ham and
Petersham Association. In this book, I have generally referred to it by its
current title. Throughout its long history the Association has been an
integral part of the community, and it is essentially because of publicspirited members who over the years have voluntarily contributed their
effort and time to seek to protect the unique environment of Ham and
Petersham that it remains so special today. It is to all those people that this
book is dedicated.
Vanessa Fison
May, 2009
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The Gate House
Gate House Lodges
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Ham Institute
Ham Library
Ham Obelisk
Hand and Flower
public house
Hardwicke House
Gordon House
Langham House
Langham House Close
Latchmere House
Lawrence Hall
The Little House
The Malt House
The Manor House
Melancholy Walk
New Inn public house
Newman House
Old Ham Lodge
The Orangery
Ormeley Lodge
The Palm Centre
Park Gate House
Parkleys
Rifle and Pistol Club
Royal Oak public house
Selby House
South Lodge
St Andrew’s Church
St Michael’s Convent
St Richard’s Church
St Thomas Aquinas
Church
Stafford Cottages
Stokes House and
Bench House
Sudbrook Cottages
Sudbrook Lodge
Tollemache Almshouses
Wates Estate
Wiggins and
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Wilmer House
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the Village Hall
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Sudbrook Park
Three Houses,
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Ham and Petersham are a neighbouring pair of ancient
villages on the south bank of the river Thames which,
to a remarkable extent, have managed to preserve
their village status and historical character in spite of
the developmental pressures of the 19th and 20th
centuries. The aim of this book is to celebrate what
makes the two villages so special and of such interest
by bringing together a selection of the available
relevant historical material both in words and in
pictures. It pays particular attention to the buildings
and the people who lived and worked in them, but does
not aim to be comprehensive; often only an outline can
be given if the account is to remain within reasonable
bounds.
The village of Petersham was recorded in the
Domesday Book of 1086 as Patricesham, on land owned
by Chertsey Abbey. The survey mentions a church,
which would have been St Peter’s, and a fishery ‘worth
1,000 eels and 1,000 lampreys’. It is thought the village
of Ham derived its name from Hamme, an old English
word meaning meadowland in a bend of a river. It was
a hamlet of Kingston, and until 1897 was known as
Ham with Hatch.
Originally, Ham was the village along Ham Street and
the land to the west of it in the river bend, together
with a large part of what is now Richmond Park
stretching east as far as the Robin Hood Gate. Hatch
was a small area on the north side of Ham Common
(the open part of which was at one time called Hatch
Green). Hatch was a part of the Manor of Kingston
Canbury which had belonged to Merton Priory, and did
not come into the same ownership as Ham until the
Canbury manor was bought by Wilbraham Tollemache,
6th Earl of Dysart, in the late 18th century. The manor
of Ham, originally part of Kingston, was purchased by

King Henry V in 1415. At the same time he acquired
Petersham manor from Chertsey Abbey in exchange for
lands elsewhere.
In the 15th and 16th centuries Ham and Petersham
were royal manors leased to the Cole family (see page
78). In the 17th century the lease passed to William
Murray, 1st Earl of Dysart, of Ham House, and in 1671
the Duke of Lauderdale, who had married William’s
daughter Elizabeth Murray as her second husband,
secured the lands of Ham and Petersham in freehold
for the Lord of the Manor from the Crown.
Charles I’s determination to enclose Richmond New
Park in 1637 faced some considerable opposition, not
only from his advisors but also from the landowners
whose lands were affected. Traditional rights of way
would be blocked to ordinary citizens, and the further
taxes that would be required to fund New Park would
make the King even more unpopular than he already
was. Despite this opposition Charles was determined to
press ahead with a hunting park for his private use. A
number of neighbouring landowners around the Park
were prevailed upon to part with their land, and the
terms were generous. Both private and common land
in Ham (895 acres) and, to a lesser extent, in
Petersham (306 acres) were enclosed to form the Park.
In return Charles entered into a Deed of Gift in 1635,
granting £4,000 to the two villages and the commons
not enclosed to the inhabitants in perpetuity. As
commoners they had rights to graze and water their
livestock and collect firewood. Charles built nearly ten
miles of high wall around the perimeter of the 2,500
acres of his Great Park. Perhaps we should be grateful
to the King; without his initiative much of the open
space both on the Common and within the Park would
by now have been claimed for development.

John Rocque’s map of Ham and Petersham c.1746
Reproduced by kind permission of the
Local Studies Library, Richmond
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The history of both Ham and Petersham from the 17th
century onwards is inextricably linked to the Lords of
the Manor, the Dysarts of Ham House. They owned
most of the land and were a strong influence on the
form and historic development of both villages. The
17th and 18th centuries were a golden age for Ham and
Petersham: they became a fashionable country retreat
for the aristocracy and many of the elegant mansions
built at that time still survive. Of the two, Ham was the
more agricultural village, there being three large farms
all owned by the Dysarts and these were worked by
tenant farmers. The rich floodplains by the river
provided fertile ground for both grazing and arable
farming and later also for fruit and flower cultivation in
market gardens.
Petersham provides the foreground of the famous view
from Richmond Hill, across the Petersham Meadows,
with Ham beyond. Unlike Kingston and Richmond,
Ham and Petersham were never reached by the
railways and that, together with the fact that there was
no bridge which connected them to Twickenham on
the other side of the river, was one of the reasons they
escaped the rapid building expansion that took place
during the Victorian period.
The early 20th century was a time of great change,
particularly for Ham: agriculture was in decline and
the Dysarts were aware of the possibilities of largescale housing development at a time of growing
population. However, there was a fear that
development would harm the view from Richmond
Hill, and there were similar fears regarding the lands
on the Twickenham side of the Thames. The famous
View, so celebrated by artists and poets, was also
central to the fortunes of the town of Richmond, reliant
as it was upon its rural attractions. Agreement was
reached between landowners with the passing of the
1902 Richmond, Petersham and Ham Open Spaces Act.
The Dysarts agreed to give up Petersham Meadows and
Petersham Common to the Richmond Corporation for
use as designated Open Space for public use; Ham
Common was to be vested in the Ham District Council
and in return Lammas Rights, (concerning grazing, see
page 33), were extinguished over 176 acres of Ham
Fields. Building did not start immediately though:
instead the Dysarts leased the area to the Ham River
Grit Company for the profitable working of gravel pits.

Above: a view from Richmond Hill towards Ham and
Petersham c.1720 by Leonard Knyff. At 77 x 183 cm it is
one of the largest panoramas ever to be painted in England
Below: the same view today
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Ham House, built in 1610 by Sir Thomas Vavasour, Knight Marshal to
James I, is one of the finest surviving Stuart houses in England. In spite of its
name, it is in fact in the parish of Petersham, though the grounds straddle the
Ham/Petersham boundary. Today it is a Grade I listed building in the care of
the National Trust.
In 1626 Ham House was the home of the Scotsman William Murray, one of
Charles I’s inner circle of friends. He was ennobled in 1643, being created
1st Earl of Dysart and Viscount Huntingtower. His eldest daughter Elizabeth,
Countess of Dysart in her own right, married Sir Lionel Tollemache in 1648
and it is from this union that the subsequent Earls of Dysart of Ham House
are descended. Her second marriage to the Earl (later Duke) of Lauderdale
took place in 1672 at St Peter’s Church. He was Secretary of State for Scotland
and a key member of the ‘CABAL’ ministry that formed Charles II’s inner
cabinet. The word CABAL is an acronym of the initials of the five royalists
who were Charles II’s chief ministers between 1668 and 1674. Ham House
thus became a centre of political intrigue and power during the Restoration.

In 1892 Petersham was incorporated into the Borough
of Richmond. In 1858 under the provisions of the Local
Government Act of that year, the Ham Common Local
Government District was formed and governed by a
local board of eight members. In 1894 a further Local
Government Act reconstituted the area as Ham Urban
District, with an elected council of ten members
replacing the local board. In 1933 Ham was divided up
between the boroughs of Richmond and Kingston, the
major share going to Richmond. Richmond combined
Ham and Petersham into a new Sudbrook Ward. It was
not until 1965 that the Ham and Petersham wards were
established. During the 1930s large-scale residential
development started to take place in Ham and it
became a target for Council development as well as
private housing which continued well into the 1960s.
The 9th Earl of Dysart died in 1935 with no direct
heirs; he was the last Earl of Dysart to live at Ham
House. The Dysart estate at this time was in decline.
The Second World War also took its toll. Ham House
and its gardens were donated to the National Trust in
1948, and in 1949 the Dysart family took the
momentous step of selling approximately 350 acres of
their remaining Ham and Petersham estate by auction,
including 41 residences and 99 cottages. Much of the
land went for development.
Sadly, many of the Dysart estate papers were destroyed
or damaged when Sir Lyonel Tollemache (a distant
cousin of the 9th Earl who had inherited Ham House)
deposited all the Dysart deeds and papers in safe
deposits at Chancery Lane for safe-keeping in the
1939–45 war. No doubt it was thought that the Hawker
aircraft factory near to Ham House (then temporarily
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Up to the 18th century local government in Ham and
Petersham was primarily a matter for the manorial
courts. Both manors had their ‘courts baron’, as did
Richmond; but the ‘court leet’ in Richmond from 1626
had jurisdiction also over Ham and Petersham. It
appointed the manorial officials and could deal with
matters somewhat more serious than the affairs of the
court baron but not grave enough for the magistrates
or the crown courts. In the 18th century the parish
vestries began to have more importance, especially in
the administration of the Poor Laws, and by the end of
that century had largely superseded the manorial courts as
the effective instruments of local government. Although
Ham did not have its own parish church until St Andrew’s
was built in 1831, it had separate parochial status and
its own vestry from the middle of the 17th century.

Particulars of the Ham and Petersham estate auction
sale, 15th and 16th November 1949
Opposite: The south front view of Ham House
Photo by David Yates

leased to Leyland) would be a bomb target. The safe
deposits were blitzed and subsequently flooded by
fire-fighting hoses. The papers were not removed for
some time afterwards and by the time this was finally
done considerable decomposition had set in.
Despite the 20th century development, the distinctive
rural character of the two villages, with large expanses
of river meadows and open spaces, has been largely
maintained to this day.
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Ham Polo Club
Ham House
Rifle & Pistol Club
The Palm Centre
Old Ham Lodge
The Orangery
Manor House
Beaufort House
Wiggins and Pointers
Cottages
Royal Oak public house
Newman House
Grey Court School
Ham Library
Ham Close
Wates estate
Tollemache Almshouses
Stokes House and
Bench House
Selby House
St Richard’s Church

Melancholy Walk
Great South Avenue
Gate House Lodges
Avenue Lodge
St Michael’s Convent
South Lodge
Hardwicke House
Stafford Cottages
New Inn public house
Sudbrook Lodge
Ham Obelisk

St Thomas Aquinas
Church
Boxall Cottages
The Malt House and
Ensleigh Lodge
Ham Common and Pond
The Little House

Sudbrook Cottages
Ormeley Lodge
Cassell Hospital and
Lawrence Hall
Fox Cottage
Hand and Flower
public house
Parkleys

Gordon House
Ham Institute

St Andrew’s Church

Forbes House

Ham Common Woods

Langham House and
Langham House Close
The Gate House
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Latchmere House
Park Gate House
Wilmer House
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The Duke and Duchess of Lauderdale enlarged the house and embarked on a
lavish refurbishment, the results of which can still be seen today along with
many of the pictures and furniture they commissioned at that time. The
house thus provides a rare opportunity to see interiors which have survived
largely intact since the late 17th century.
The Avenues around Ham House were laid out by the Duchess at the same
time as the enlargements were made to the house in about 1679: they offered
ornamental and formal walks as an extension of the garden itself. Today they
are an exceptional example of landscape survival from this period. They are
shown clearly on John Rocque’s map of about 1746 and the earlier
‘Helmingham Plan’ of 1740.
In 1678 John Evelyn wrote in his journal:
‘After dinner I walked to Ham to see the House and garden of the Duke of
Lauderdale, which is indeed inferior to few of the best villas in Italy itself; the
House furnished like a great Prince; the Parterres, Flower Gardens, Orangeries,
Groves, Avenues, Courts, Statues, Perspectives, Fountains, Aviaries and all this
at the banks of the Sweetest River in the World, must needs be surprising.’
The main approach to Ham House in the 17th and much of the 18th century
was from the Thames, by boat. Carriages and horses would have arrived
from Ham Street to the stables on the west side of the house.

Above: Ham House Stables built at the same time
as Ham House c.1610 with later additions on the
east side in 1787
Opposite: The Duke and Duchess of Lauderdale,
by Sir Peter Lely (1618–80),
Ham House, the Dysart Collection
The National Trust
©NTPL/John Bethell

In 1834 Barbara Hofland wrote of Ham House:
‘The beautiful groves and walks which environ the mansion have been
celebrated by many of our poets. The fine and stately row of shadowy elms,
which adorn the banks of the river, casts a refreshing coolness over the stilly
surface of the stream, and, in softening and harmonizing the feelings, prepare
them more fully to relish all the various beauties of sylvan scenery displayed on
reaching the lovely village of Petersham and the commanding heights of
Richmond Hill.’

There was once an avenue that extended west, in front of Ham House, across
the flood meadows almost to the river Thames, now called the Great River
Avenue. The Great South Avenue runs from the south gate of Ham House to
and across the open part of Ham Common. Adjacent to the house on the east
side is Melancholy Walk. These two are linked by a third avenue called the
Petersham Avenue which runs east alongside the Polo Club and the German
School to the Arched Lodge on the Petersham Road. Melancholy Walk is
shown on early plans as being planted in the quincunx, a fashionable
mid-eighteenth century method of planting trees in a domino five pattern.

Opposite: A photo of the majestic elm trees of
the Great South Avenue taken from the Upper
Ham Road c.1929
Reproduced by kind permission of
Sir David Williams

Ralph Thoresby (1658–1725), the topographer and antiquary from Leeds and
a visitor in 1712, wrote:
‘We walked through the delicate meadows near the river and trees artfully
planted in the quincunx order making agreeable views and walks in
different ways.’

This page: Joan walking down one of the Ham
Avenues, from an oil painting by her husband
Tony Rampton,1983
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Above: A watercolour of one of the Ham Avenues
c.1842 by Lady Caroline Lucy Scott who lived at
Douglas House in Petersham. This is most
probably Petersham Avenue facing east towards
the Petersham Road before the Arched Lodge
was built. (see page 104)
Reproduced by kind permission of James Gibson
Opposite: The Great South Avenue today, looking
north towards Ham House.
The Avenue of Trees at Ham
by John Constable, RA
According to his letters, Constable was a frequent
visitor to Louisa Manners, the 7th Countess of
Dysart, between 1812 and 1834. He often walked
in the gardens and grounds around Ham House
and sketched this pencil drawing in 1834
©V&A Images/Victoria and Albert Museum,
London
The South Gates to Ham House, 1941 by John
Sanderson-Wells for the Recording Britain
Collection
©V&A Images/Victoria and Albert Museum,
London
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It is thought that the Avenues were originally planted with some lime but
mostly elm trees. Considered to be an ideal tree for formal avenues, in
maturity elms reach a height of around 130 feet and have a lifespan of over
250 years. Often meeting overhead, they must have made a dramatic sight,
and gave out a strong message – a reminder of the power and authority of the
Lord of the Manor.

dangerous. In 1953 it was agreed that most of the trees
along the Petersham Avenue and the northern part of
the Great South Avenue should be felled and replanted
with lime trees by local schoolchildren. Dutch elm
disease took its toll in the 1960s and 70s and for many
years thereafter the Avenues received little maintenance.

As a continuation of the twin rows of elms on the common were the lovely
avenues to Ham House with the stately trees meeting overhead in places. The
avenues were fenced on both sides with white palings, and at each end of the
two avenues from Ham Common to Ham House were carriage gates and
kissing gates. Similar gates were at the Ham Street entrance to the Ham House
grounds and carriage gates still exist. The Petersham entrance to the avenues
was guarded, and still is, by a fine Lodge, and I think was the main entrance;
and here in these quiet avenues cows grazed and owls hooted and called from
the trees. The property was kept in fine condition by Lord Dysart, as was a
gravel path laid in the avenue between Ham Common and Sandy Lane. It was
a privilege allowed to local people to use this path to reach the river – a
privilege which was never abused.
‘Reminiscences’ by Marjorie Lansdale

Fortunately, in 2001 English Heritage awarded this
historical landscape a Grade II* listing in their Register
of Parks and Gardens, and following an initiative
started by the Thames Landscape Strategy in 1991, Kim
Wilkie, a well-known landscape architect, produced a
restoration plan that balanced nature conservation,
historic landscape and public access concerns. The
proposals were mostly put into effect by the London’s
Arcadia project and in 2007–9 the Avenues have been
restored after years of neglect.

At one time the Ham Avenues, or Ham Walks as they were known, were kept
locked by the Dysarts and only a privileged few were allowed a key to gain
access. In the early 1950s however, the ownership of the Avenues and
Petersham Copse were conveyed to the Borough of Richmond by the Dysart
estate. The Avenue trees were in a dilapidated state and considered to be

The ornamental gates which lead from the south
gardens of Ham House to the Great South Avenue carry
the coat of arms of the Earls of Dysart surrounded by
the words Nemo me impune lacessit (No one provokes
me with impunity). This is the motto of the Most
Ancient and Noble Order of the Thistle, which was
created in 1687 and conferred on the 4th Earl of
Dysart (1708–70).
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