Ham and Petersham Association

NEWSLETTER
Residents’ Association
Chair’s Comments
We are really excited about Britain
in Bloom. It is a huge honour for
the area to represent London in the
finals. We want to use the opportunity
to bring the community together
and make lots of improvements to
our environment. Our President has
already done a wonderful job on the
plans but as a reminder why we all
need to get involved here is what the
London In Bloom judge said about
Ham and Petersham last year (you can
read the rest of the judge’s comments
at our wonderful new website):

SPRING 2018
Swan Update
It is sad to report that the female swan died at the Shepperton Swan Sanctuary.
They were called after she was found injured by the roadside. The Ham &
Petersham Association have made a donation to www.theswansanctuary.org.uk

After a period of some forlorn behaviour the male swan has been away from the
pond but he has now returned with a new mate. Let’s hope they produce some
cygnets.

The Ham Pond group meet at the pond on the first Saturday morning of the month.

The rural character has been preserved
to the present day. It is charming and a
very much sought after area to live in.
Our three hour tour included examples
of every aspect of life far in excess of
what one would expect of a village.
The Ham & Petersham Association
AGM was held since writing this so
I hope it went well. There is a really
strong committee that do so much for
the area but really need your support
and opinions to keep us strong. We
would like to hear more divergent
voices to make sure we can represent
a wide range of views so if you are
not a member please do join and let
us know your ideas to make our area
better.
Geoff Bond, Chair

Matchless Vale
now back in print
By the time of
going to print we
should have received
the new edition
of the Matchless
Vale. This is an
unrivalled book on
Ham and Petersham. Please contact
membership@HamanadPetersham.com
for more information.
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Petersham Planning
Over the February half term there was some landscaping work carried out at The
Russell school. The last buildings at the front were demolished, some of the soil pile
removed and a new path and gate installed from Meadlands Drive. The landscape
plan was shown at an exhibition at the school. This was not a consultation. This
planning condition should have been met before any landscape work was carried
out and within six months of the start of the build. The landscaping continued over
Easter.

The Ham and Petersham Association has been constant in our attempts to improve
the management of this project from before planning was even applied for. Last
summer we raised concerns over the new playgrounds being installed. The parents
of The Russell School have expressed concern with the plans and we will offer any
support they need so their very well thought out and in some cases professional
opinions will be incorporated. There is also still opposition to the plan to demolish
the remaining infant building which is currently being used for after school care.
Hopefully the school community can pull together and move on from the problems
of this major project so local children have the best possible environment to learn in.
The Council seem to be investigating whether the Strathmore site should be used for
new SEN provision according to the agenda of the March Cabinet meeting and have
put the sale for housing on hold. There is a huge shortage of SEN places and the
Ham & Petersham Association feels this sensitive site would better suit this usage
rather than houses if a well consulted plan can be developed.
We remain committed to protecting our beautiful green spaces. Please let us know
about any local issues you feel we should look into.

The Petersham Meadows

Ranelagh Harriers Running since 1881
Running is a great way to enjoy the
beautiful open spaces of Ham and
Petersham, the park and the river. Ranelagh
Harriers running club is based in Petersham
with their clubhouse situated behind the
Dysart pub where they have been for over
fifty years. The club’s history goes back to
1881 making it one of the oldest clubs in
the country.
Ranelagh members are responsible for
the creation of the London Marathon and
Parkrun. They are a friendly club open to
runners of all abilities with a thriving junior
section. To find out more please see their
website www.ranelagh-harriers.com

When the Petersham Trust handed
over the management of the Meadows
and cattle to the National Trust eight
years ago an advisory group (the
PMAG) was set up to include former
trustees of the Petersham Trust, a
representative from the Ham and
Petersham Association, the Richmond
Society and the Council. Meetings
are held roughly three times a year
between the PMAG and the National
Trust chaired by Ham House Head
Gardener, Rosie Fyles and attended
by Philip Alexander, gardener and
Jen Maclachlan, who undertakes
administration.
As the representative for the HPA I
recently attended the first meeting for
2018 and was so pleased with what
I heard that I thought I would share
some of the findings with you.

Rosie and Phil have developed a very
good working relationship with Surrey
Wildlife Trust who provide cattle
to graze on the Meadows between
April and early October. Last year
was the most successful year so far
in terms of the health of the cattle
and the management of the Meadows

particularly as the optimum number
of heifers is being established. On
27 March 18 heifers arrived and
hopefully another good year will
ensue.

Over the past few years the NT has,
in conjunction with the London
Urban Orchard Project and NT garden
volunteers, maintained the fruit
trees in the orchard. Recently one
underperforming pear tree has been
replaced. The National Trust has also
restored the wall by Buccleuch gate
which originally bordered the garden
of Devonshire Cottage (Lodge), a
large house which was demolished
in 1968. A plaque commemorating
George Lamb (brother of Lord
Melbourne, Queen Victoria’s favourite
prime minister) and at one time an
owner of the cottage, has been reset in
the wall.
The Meadows are being maintained so
that they are sustainable for the years
to come and this year green hay cut
from Ham House Meadow will be laid
on Petersham Meadows to provide
increased diversity of seed-stock
to the grassland. The badger life is
thriving as is the birdsong and the bats
and owls are very much in evidence.
The enthusiasm with which Rosie,
Phil and Jen spoke about Petersham
Meadows made me believe that
this unique piece of land with all
its historical connections is well
on the way to being preserved and
maintained for many years.

New Ham & Petersham
Association website
We have a new website, please take a
look and let us know if you have any
suggestions: www.hamandpetersham.com

Ham Planning
We await news on the work at the
Convent and 1 Upper Ham Road.
The latter is subject to a planning
application and enforcement.

Concerns raised about the developer
of the houses next to Ham Library
were discussed with the Council.
The pavement looked to have
been damaged by the developer
and needed repairs. The Council
have taken this matter up with the
developer.
We keep members up to date on
planning applications through our
regular member emails but do let
us know if you have any specific
concerns.
Ham& Petersham
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Help reduce graffiti

Summer Party Saturday 9 June

Have you seen a rise in graffiti in Ham and
Petersham? We are working with the police
Safer Neighbourhoods Team to reduce this
but need your help in reporting new cases to
them so they can be linked.

We are delighted to be returning to Cassel Hospital gardens for this year’s summer
party. Tickets available from Admin@HamandPetersham.com

RHS Britain in Bloom:
Can you help Ham & Petersham be named Best in Britain?
Following Ham and Petersham’s great
success in being named Best Village
London by London in Bloom, we
have been selected as finalists for the
prestigious Britain In Bloom.
The nationwide competition has been
running since 1963. Britain in Bloom
aims to:
• Create greener and cleaner spaces
• Bring together communities
• Improve the environment

• Inspire the young and the old

The judging will take place at the
beginning of August. We shall be up
against 4 or 5 other groups from all over
the UK.
Local schools have already taken part
in a poster competition to remind us
how important it is to keep Ham and
Petersham clean. The winners of the
secondary school section are Ollie
Goodhall, Bilal Siddiqui, Nat Binns and
Oscar Croft from Year 9 at Grey Court.
In the primary school section the winner
is Tamsin from Year 3 at Meadlands,
2nd and 3rd are Maia and Ida from Year
5 at The Russell.

As before, all the local groups will work
together to showcase the environmental
responsibility, community participation
and horticultural achievement in Ham
and Petersham.

This year we are fortunate to have some
local sponsors helping us to achieve the
very best we can for this wonderful area.
Litter picks will continue on a regular
basis, please do support them and we
will keep you updated with further plans
as they develop.

Keeping the Avenues beautiful

We have been liaising with the Council to quickly replace the white gate at the end of Great South Avenue. At the same time,
we are working with them to improve the bins here and at the end of the path to the pond so it is hard for crows to pull the
rubbish out.

Join the Ham & Petersham Association now at:
membership@hamandpetersham.com
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